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INa we ee e you a retjelaber ma- 


king the following declaration, That you 
reaped more real comfort and ſolid fatisfaQion, 
and made a greater progreſs and improvement 
in religious knowledge by private reading and 


meditation at home, than by attending the pub- 


lic ſervice of the church. I was not a little 907 . 


prized, I muſt confeſs, at hearing ſuch a decla- 
ration from you; and can hardly believe vou 


made it deliberately and from conviction. But 
if in earneſt; did you evet thoroughly weigh and 


conſider the pernicious conſequences reſulting 


from ſuch a practice and ſuch an example? Con- 

ſult your on heart and aſk it ſeriouſly, 'if the 
wilſul abſenting yourſelf from public worſnip be 

5 not of bad influence. Does it not weaken the 


285 "Mi impreſſions 


\ 


15 6 


impreſſions religion has previouſly made upon 
"the mind? Would to God that the numbers 


vho profeſs ſo little reverence and regard to the 


Sabbath and the Sanctuary had not you alſo to 
plead as an example. You are by profeſſion a 
,chriſtian; and if you are fo in reality, why will 
you tolerate or countenance a Practice ol injuri- | 
ous to the religion you Sag $5.0 BY 


"Wark propoſed a as a polen to be Amed 
whether i it is a duty incumbent upon man to wor. 
ſhip God at all or not; even the molt negligent 
would think that the very calling ſuch a matter 
in queſtion had ſomething very unreaſonable 
and even impious in it. For, with believers of a 
Deity, is there a truth leſs diſputed, than that 
their behaviour ought really to teſtify a due 
ſenſe of their dependance upon him? And how 
can. this be done without looking up to him in 
ſome ſolemn and proper acts, as che Author and 
Director of our beings; expreſſing our grateful 
acknowledgmenis for the bleſſings we enjoy; 
and petitioning him for what we want. To act 
thus is ack en 05 reaſon: and who- 18 


ever 


(8) 
ever negletts to pay this homage, evidently! ap- 
pears neither to know God nor himfelf; ſince in 
effect he eicher diſoum the power and perfeRions 
of God, or his own weakneſs and indigence; — - 
he either denies God to be the Governor of the 
World, the Difpenſes-of Bleſſings, the Reliever 
of Wants; or that he is under any obligation of 
gratitude for the good he has h ee, 
hits — "oy wy mo Nerd 


aN "ou you as fond 56e time oats 
and devoutly at home in ending, editation and 
prayer. And Goc forbid that I ſhould ſufpett 
you ef tehing me an umruth when you fo ſo- 
lemnly affert it; yet have you not ſuffieient au- 
thority to ſay that he who ſeeth in ſecret will re- 
ceive your devotions more graciouſly from the 
- cloſet than the congregation. That ſuch employ- 
ments are worthy of the day, perfeRive of your 
own virtue, and well pleafing io your Creator, 
I grant you. But is not the other equally as ne- 
ceſſary? And how comes it that you can ſee the 
neceſſity of ſerving God in private, and not 
think yourſelf * obliged to worſhip him in 
public? 


(6) 
publis?. \They-origioate: from one atidithe-fanis, 


fountain: and he who bjds-qiou: the doing one 
eee leave the other undon e. 


2212 W hos ngen awe ü wh: bo the 


eee wot ſhiꝑ is ne ceſſary not only 
to the enertaſe and ptevalenee of chriſtianity/ 
but even to the popular ſuhſiſtenct of it. Unleſs 
therefore you wiſn to have your right to che title 
of Chriſtian diſputed, Why do you ſeruple an 
obedience to what has ever been an eſſential rule 
in every ehriſtian ſociety i in the world? Why aſ- 
ſume a liberty: to. depart from the practice of 
chriſtians in all ages and nations ? And above 
all, Why flight the examples, and deſpiſe the 


lighuy eſtcem the; promiſe, ol Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf, That where two oi three ate gathered toge- 
ther in his name chere will he be in the midſt of 
them“, In ſhort, do you not equally offend 
a gainſt "2: al againſt. authority, yore whe 
laws at Wen by LO own ee | 
9143 254 GE OFT it +2 2300 wol a! A8 | 
| N iat nt be ani} 15 5 Ms 


advice and injunctions of the holy apoſtles,” and 


ö | 2 1 + * 4 
3 1 . a p ” - { | 
* a Air : 4 # ERS $448 2” at Wen ein. 1 | 7 * 1 1 J 
. 2 ; *. CF 2 F ; : l 
* 970 


— 


Ts 7 


n is vety true that the ears of God AE alway 4 


open} and that your-petitiotis; if Joly FUR; 


and-pivully and devoutly offered; will be heard 


and attended to from che thoſet : otherwiſe there 
would be no grounds for private worſhip "at all: 
But nevertheleſs,” I aſſert from the authority of 
Chriſt, That while religion is folely confined ts 
the-cloſet; it cannot betranſaRed there in its full 
perſeQion; and to the greateſt advantage. For 
in the caſe of the foregoing promiſe, the re is not 
only implied an aſſurance of his preſence to fa- 
vour and aſſiſt us, but like wiſe a ſpecial injune= 


tion ſor the uniting in' public worſhip, as being 


productive of ſome benefit ſuperior to what we 


have a right to expect from worſhipping God in 


private; otherwiſe the very reaſon of recom- 


mending the aſſembling of ourſelves together | 


would be vain and frivolous. 


PERMIH me now to aſk you, Whether it 1s 
not a great diſreſpeR to our bleſſed Lord, and 4 


contemptuous rejecting of the appointed 1 means 
of grace, to fly from thoſe aſemblies to which 


you are ſo graciouſly invited, and upon which he 4 
* engaged to ſend his ts pen 


18 1 * 1 But 


e Iz 
© 


(8) 
Fi + "0 your obligations, to a punctual and eon · 


Kant diſcharge of this duty are nos less as a pris 
Vale perſon chan as a member-of ſoeiety 
ligious Neal, givil.; 1255 rehgion, af, 'Chyi 


iTe- 
has 


ted them to ane common! Fg" * ſellowſhip 


in holy things. Me are all received into the ſame 


coyenant With God, united io the ſame ſpititual 


] head, Chriſt. Jeſus; . profellgrs of the ſame faith, 
and heirs, of the-ſame promiſes; ſo'that being ma: 
ny, to, ule; the language of the apoſtle, we are 


nevertheleſs but one body in Chriſt i You-:owe 


gt it therefore, as a duty to che public; to promote 
ihe common ſalvation; to be ſludious of the wel- 
fare of your. ſellow- chriſtians, and to ſeek, not 


your own profit only, but che proßit of many, 


| that they may be ſaved +. Now if, we had no 


direction from ſcripture how io contribute to.this 
good end, the nature of the ching could not ſail 


to ſbe w 3 communicating in religious offi - 
ces muſt have as direct a tendency to ſpread the 


fear of God and preſerve a ſenſe ol religion in the 


world as to promote that union and charity which 
ought to reign amongſt chriſtians. 


+ x Or. &. 33. Bur 


„ Rom. xii 5. 


| {9 ) 
Bu ve are not left to collect this duty from 
te bare evidence of reaſon; it is undeniably 


dart upon us by the clear authority of ſerip- 
ture. That the converts to chriſtianity, in che 


age of the apoſtles, maintained a frequent inter- 


courſe-with each other for divine worſhip, you 
cannot read the New: Teſtament and be igno- 
rant. Now, may we not fairly preſume from 
hence, that a method of edification which was 
neceſſary in their days is, at leaſt, as neceſſary 
in ours? For if it was lawtul, in any future: 
time, to ſorſake the aſſembling of ourſelves toge · 

cher, what means the injuntiion leſt on record: 
by the apoſtle! to the contrary? Or to what pur- 
poſe has St. Paul left ſo many directions for the 
regulation of religious aſſemblies, if it is not a 
matter of duty upon chriſtians to frequent them? 
Our bleſſed Lord himſelf ſaw fit to appoint pub- 
lic miniſters in his church; and the apoſtolical 
epiſtles are ſull of precepts and injunctions to 
thoſe ho are called to any ſpiritual office to exe- 
cute their, charge with. fidelity and diligence. 
Would the chriſtian religion want public mini- 
Mrs if there were no occaſion for public worſhip? 
ne 4 Can 


( 
| Gan they be required to wait on their miniſtring, 


and to ſpeak the things which become ſound 
doQrine, while ou are under ALI * 
mor and toattend ne __ rage 


* now | briefly. conlidered lewis 
for not attending divine worſhip publicly; Vet 
you perform your 'devotions, and purſue proper 
means of edification in private. Be it ſo. And 
what is it you have then performed? Nothing 
more than is the duty of every private perlon. 
Wuh reſpect to the chriſtian church, you have 
not ſo much as acknowledged your relation to 


it; = ydu have done nothing towards _ Nr 
Fry of Go HL eee e . 


* 1 1 alle 247 een * 1 yt 

q 8v; FFER: LETS point, une you Bow 
al the omiſſion we are ſpeaking of comports with! 
mo gui as member of WN ret g. 
3 eee 16 24493 

0 Deppiseſt of the world manifeſtly de- 
pends on the prefervation of peace and good Or- 
der in it. If you are in reality therefore a friend 
to * you muſt on yourſelf obliged to 
152 contribute 


CiLk 
eontribute all in your power to the common wel- 
fare and ſecurity. ''Yow cannot, conſiſtent with 
ſuch pretenſions, wiſh ochers or yourſelf releaſed 
from any reſtraint that is neceſſary for the general 
good: "What effects the puſſions and corruptions 
of wen ſet at liberty would produce it is eaſy to 
conjecture: Andi it is cettain that human laws 
alone can provide no ſuffictent remedy againſt 
the evils ariſing from the indulgence of them. 
For the authority of man can only pretend to re- 
gulate our behaviour as far as ĩt is viſtble to others 
but can take no coguiaance of the many devia- 
tions from equity and virtue that eſcape his obſer- 
vation. To make men really and internally good, 
which is the only thing that can render commu- 
nities ſreute and happy, ſotne principle is wanting 
chat can ſirike deeper ſome motive that can ope- 
rate upon the heart, and urge them to do well 
for conſcienee Take. '' Now there is nothing but 
the fear of God firm perſuaſion that we live 
under'his continual notice—thar he is at preſent 
the Obſeiver and will be hereafter the Judge of 
Sat tiefe, which" edh/euſwer-this end-, It is 
conſequently o our own particular duty 
to 


( re 1 

0 entemain this dodrine; but there is a debt 
upon us to ſociety to ſupport and propagate it 

If che common utility requires that the influence 
of chis principle ſnonld be rendered as univerſal 
as poſſible; we oughtitologkypohrehgion, which 
is ſo neceſſary to out well. being! as a thing of 
dommon concern. We ought not only to make 


ſindere proſeſſion of it ourſelves; hut 4 Jonfse 


every honeſt method that is dien beget or 
increaſe x proper ſenſe of it in the world; aud 
| conſequently are under a ſtriẽt obligation to 
our in that method, which ſeems of all othersthe 
moſt effetualz-or in other words; if we are obh- 
gedꝭ to promote the virtue and happineſs of man- 
kind; we are alſo indiſpenſably .abliged, while 
ve have: health and ability, to bea a ſhare in the 
public worſhip. Fake Waben national and pe- 
riodical calls to this duty, and you will take the 
only method towards extirpating religion out of 
the world. The common people would ſoon ap- 
pear to retain litile or no impreſſion of it, and 
would degenerate apace into ſavages and barba- 

'rians. In proportion as they loſt the knowledge 
'of Bs obligations, they muſt inevitably fall 


0! C1! into 


ta) 


nn pans 
made in ſtheit diſpoſition to ſear God, mult go an 
equal Jentzih to honour; the King - to reverence 
the law—to be ſubject io Government to be juſſ 
and benevolent to one another. In truth; there 
is no exęeſs of, miſchief; and diſorder that might 
not; bę expected in a people under no ſies of. teli- 
gion not under any reſttaim ſrom doing what is 
tige in cheir on yes, hut what the magiſtrage 
can — whoſe inſufficiency haz been already I 


. thewed,- PW: Ie 10 rn 191 76 oi 1 Annie | 1 


Bus t ni enten liber idr en 
. Porrind our duty io God ee 
of the queſtion, ſuffen me to alk you, at- any man 
can be deemed a good member of ſociety; ora 
real lover of mankind, whoſe practice has ſo evi- 
dent a tendency;to bring them into tliis uncom- 
fortable flate? As I can ſee no reaſon to anſwer off 
this CO in che affirmative; I beg leave to aſk. 1 
in Whether your; habitual 'negle& to 4 
— any:cofigregition of chriſtians/in pub-, 
lie worſhip, does not, as far as depends upon you, 
lead tothe very end and confuſion. Lamdpeaking 
mann it n 3 contri- 


RET buting | 


* 


butrng intentionally to ſe bad deügnz 
thinly u chriſtian, or even d foelal diſpoſaisn, 


oo Abbas yo enwiltinghy'« 


—_—_— * D 
ee de — 
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64) 


would require you to change thareongudt , 


| Gomcridutes 16 in by Unayoidadie gonlequence-" | 
4093 209 otro ana Hos 


cquidſes' in my 
repreſentation of this matter, and ſuppoſe; that 
while you give nd dirett countenance? ts: irveli- 
gion, your abſence from public vorſnip ought 
not to be conſtrued either to yours or itg diſad- 
vantage. The diſcharge of your own private 
duty is all you think yourſelf concerned in; and 


as long as yu can acquit' yourſelf ſatiafactorily, 
you are eaſy very eaſy in reſpect 10 the eſſecto 


of it upon ers. tion 00 2 a bemssb se n 
we cl ing e „ig sru J 10% f t 


WE e eee eee remo- 


ved out of a chriſtianeoumtry, and to have no ſel- 


low-chriftians to aſſemble uh; or were it your 
lot to be thrown iuto any of thoſe ſupdrſtitiou 


ones; where the purity of chriſtianity is ſo polla- 


ted wick the invenuom of men, that you, con: 
ſcience forbids you to join in the common Wor. = 
. in thefe-caſes, I grant you, chat a cleanheate | 


would 


ts) 
would be the only acceptable temple, from which. 
you could fend up your devotions; and that no 
obligation could lie upon you to do more than 
follow the example of the prophet Daniel=by 
entering inio your houſe and praying and giving. 
thanks beſore your God in ſecretꝰ . No leſs than 
this would be ſufficienttoacquit you in ſuch circum- 
ſtances and this indeed would be enough; becauſe 
it is all that would be in your powet. But can you. 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the advamages you are 
bleſſed with have not enlarged the coinpaſs of 
your duty? What can poſſibly excuſe you from 
going into the houſe of God in company t, who 
are invited to do ſo by the examples of yout 
chriſtian brethren; — are enjoined to do ſo by the 
laws of God and of the land —who have nothing 
to object againſt the ſervice and miniftrations of 
Dann in which you have been baptized;— _ - 
or who are, at leaſt, by the lenity of the govern: 
ment, at liberty to join yourſelf with any ſociety. 
of chriſtians whoſe- principles and practices arè 
more to your liking? It would be better to be a 
eonſeientious chriſtian of any denomination, man 
R E to 
Dan. vi. 12. I Pf. Iv. 14. 


18 9). 


ig continue to Re reproach; upon ahe! name. 
you aſſume. Beſides you would; ha ve the:credir- 
af fulfilling in part. the goſpel ptecept: and the 
letting the lutle light you have ſhine. before men, | 


might- be ſome wien ig others 10 glority” 
their father 1 in W dhe 


& 34.354 of M47 4484: totes 585 fl 


att; ee wats 
Tx you think) it not Fe you to conſultabs! 
apoſtles of Chriſt you will find them gdiſcounte-' 
nancing all unconcernedneſs reſpeRing the influ - 
ence of example. They, by no means, encou- 
rage you to think, that you are in the right way 
of. diſcharging your duty, while, you purſue a 
method of doing it, that cannot fail of corrupting 
your brethren... When you thus rend yourſelf. 
from the bady of Chriſt, —_— regard do you pay:. 
to the advige of St. Paul, who bids you follow: 
| after thoſe things wherewith one may. edify ano: 
ther“. Admu that you know how to offer up 
your devotions and to ſerve God without the al- 
ſiſtance cr mediations of others; yet be the duties 
of your cloſet ever ſo perſettly perlormed, While 
your religion 1 is not ſuffered, to appeai abroad. 
4 vou 


432 


Kom. xiv. 19 


p (60 
AN butt ung Achmbiueebſer and a an bocca, 
Goh to ke F in y. our brother's Why „ 1g may. in: 
deed” be appa gent to God, "Whb feeth the heart, . 

that 767 5 believe"; in Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath - 

ſent, Vile you only Lonfeſt him before your F 2. * 
ther Who is in heaven: you may, 'notwithſtand-.., | 
ing, at the fame time, ub ppih ſeduce others N 
from believing 1 in him at all; becaufe you neglekt | 
to conſeſs him before men. Let us borrow the” | 

ſorm of the ap poſtle's expoſtulation in a fimilar 
caſe It any 5 fee you' who haye knowledge. 
totally withtrawingyourſelf from chriſtian aſſem. 

blies, and neither praying nor giving thanks, nor 
communicating in any religious ordinance with 
the reſt of Chriſt's diſciples; ſhall nat the con- 
felences of Woe? who are weak. and Rrangers to 4 


12 


Fr on were pan e May Way not ilk 
your having no public religion for your having 
no religion; and, which is worſe, eſteem it unne- 
ceſſary to have any themſelves upon your autho- 
A . And through gre knowledge ſhall theweak * 
brethren 


5 


b Roh. xiv. 13. 


(.8,), 


brethren periſh for. whom Chriſt died®? Lam 
aware you. will reply = ihat they myſt be weak 
and inconſiderate . ha ean err ſo miſera⸗ 
bly upon any man's authority; yet ſince chis ia a 
weakneſs of which mankind are capable; it is in · 


cumbent upon every one to. adminiſter no occa - 
ſion of offence—to. lay, no ſtumbling-block, in che 
way of others; leſt after the moſt careful attention _ 
to his'own private duty, he may have the misfor- 
tune to find himſelf a partaker of other men's fins. 
Suffer me to admoniſh you. in the. words of Saint 
Paul That when ye-ſin ſo againſt the brethren, .. 
and wound their weak we ye in —— 
Chriſt, „ Eo ee 


fich Kg 4 


8 bieled * . not add. 10 
ſore warn us that offences will come; and it cer- 
taigly deſerves our attention, that he at the ſame. 
time denounceth a wo unto. thoſe through, en 
they et . 
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ls 3 in poblie wojlhin bus keldom by all 
the zeal and concern you have for it; whatever, 
you may reckon of being reputed a diſciple of 
Chriſt, be aſſured your religion is at a very low 
ebb. If without any juſt plea of age and infirmity 
you can almoſt entirely withdraw yourſelf, and 
not be culpable of neglecting your own duty; 
and ſetting a bad example to your brethren; the 
{cri ptures, which we have hitherto made our rule 
of 3 have laſt their hh andy we nn 
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ee in en fanilies. 1 iobe Oe oh 
liter ated In others the face of it ſcarce diſcers 
nible at all. There is a ſtrange propenſity to 
vice in human nature; and the diſpoſitions in 


young perſons are rately ſo good, as to be in no g 


danger from evil communication. When profli- 
F gate 
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pisty. No: they ought never to be ſeparated | 


00 Nee of gien to theke bos well dingy this 
children or ſervants, who have the mis fortune to 
be trained up under ſuch examples, are tft open 
dio every evil impreſſion; and experience proves 
bo much apter they will be, to follow the direc- 
uon of their bo thah of their reaſon, or the 
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vord of God.” n FO 8 8 

0 KRV 5080 Paley hCG; „ Lbeſeech 
you, to the laſt and eloſing ſcene of your exiſtenee 
in this world: conſider with an —— becom - 
ing their importance the meditations of a death- 
bed;—and compare theſe reflections with the per- 
ſonal guilt of an irreligious life———-with the de- 
praved morals of thoſe over whom it was your 
duty to have watched; and who, by your remiſſ- 


neſs and ill example, have been made vile and 


you reſtrained them nat—and- tell me en, 
in what nen you ſee n ne n | 


TI HOPE by this time you are farisfied hk con- 
vinced that an habit of abſenting from publie 
worſhip, be the attention to your private devo- 
Fa f tions 
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me to conjecture. All I know of it, at preſent, 


is, that 1 ſincerely defire your good— your ever- X 


laſting good in it; and earneſtly beſeech God that 
it may proſper to your advantage. If I am not 


able to diſſuade you from a practice hurtful to 
_  yourſe]f—diſobedient to authority—-prejudicial 
to religion in general; - and which too often ends 
in the utter extinction of all good principles, I 
| ſhall have the comfort and ſatisfaction to think I 


* 
R i Lead 


have diſcharged' my duty. Therefore whether 
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N 11 has e in me ue painful refleions 
io find there ſhould be a neceſſity of treating you | 
Voith chis freedom; but your circumſtances, and 
the ties of amity and friendſhip, in which I ſtand 
connected with you, demanded it too ſtrongly of 
me to let me be at eaſe,” till I made this effort to- 
wards your recovery and amendment. What the 
fruit of this application may be, it is too early for 


: * 
8332 


— 
— 
o 3 
o 
» a4 A 
Wy oy 2 
” 4 * 
4 we; 


a — 
« 


= 8 


. will hear, or whether you will forbear I have; 


as in duty bound, given you the appointed war- 
| ning; and can do no more towards your better 
attention to the neceſſary ſervice of the Church, 

except what, I hope, I ſhall never want the cha- 
rity to do ——continuing to pray for it. Accept 


kindly this, pledge of concern for your n 
and future happineſs, by 


Your fincere and 
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